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PURPOSE: To outline the authority and responsibility of Portsmouth Police officers when on-duty, 
outside Portsmouth City limits; off-duty, within the Portsmouth City limits; and off-duty, outside 
Portsmouth City limits and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 


GUIDELINES: Pursuant to Virginia State Code § 15.2-1704, Portsmouth officers are vested with all 
the power and authority that formerly belonged to the office of constable at common law, and are 
responsible for the prevention and detection of crime, the apprehension of criminals, the safeguard of 
life and property, the preservation of peace, and the enforcement of state and local laws, and ordinances. 
Additionally, officers have certain duties and responsibilities as law enforcement officers while on-duty, 
outside the City of Portsmouth and while off-duty, both within and outside the City of Portsmouth. This 
Directive establishes these duties and responsibilities. Any official action taken must be correct, lawful, 
and proper. (ADM.02.01) 


PROCEDURES: 
I. Geographical Boundaries 
A. The City of Portsmouth is located in the Hampton Roads area of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. It is bordered on the east by the Elizabeth River, on the north and west by the 
City of Suffolk, and on the South and West by the City of Chesapeake. 
II. Concurrent Jurisdiction 
A. The Portsmouth Police Department shares concurrent jurisdiction with the Portsmouth 
City Sheriff’s Office, the Virginia State Police, and the United States Government which 
owns and utilizes large and small military and civilian bases, installations and offices. 
III. On Duty, Outside City Limits 
A. The Mutual Aid Agreement between the Cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, 
Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia Beach, Williamsburg, Franklin and Poquoson, the 
County of James City, the Sheriffs of the Counties of York, Gloucester, Isle of Wight, 
Northampton, Surry, Windsor and Accomack, and Towns of Smithfield and Windsor states: 
Paragraph 2 “Requests for assistance pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Agreement shall 
be made by the requesting jurisdiction’s Chief of Police or Sheriff, whichever is applicable, or 


their respective designee.” 


Paragraph 4 “The personnel of the requested party shall render assistance under the direction of 
the Chief of Police or Sheriff of the requesting jurisdiction.” 
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B. 


On-duty officers who become aware of a situation requiring police action within other 
jurisdictions of the Commonwealth should attempt to contact the local law enforcement 
agency to handle the situation, unless immediate action is necessary to protect lives. Direct 
action may be appropriate if a felony that threatens public safety is being committed in an 
officer’s presence. In other less serious situations, it is most appropriate to inform local law 
enforcement. Assistance in a lawful arrest may be provided if requested by a local officer. 


Portsmouth officers who are outside of Virginia have no enforcement powers other than those of 
an ordinary citizen. Officers outside of Virginia engaged in extraditions, investigations, or other 
official law enforcement activities are to engage only in those activities that are directly relevant 
to the performance of their duties. Officers will adhere to Federal Aviation Administration 
policies regarding the carrying of weapons and the transportation of prisoners. Additionally, 
officers will make advance contact with any other law enforcement agencies with whom they 
will be working with to determine local rules, regulations, and ordinances concerning the 
carrying of weapons. 


IV. Off-Duty, Within the City of Portsmouth 


A. 


Portsmouth Officers are empowered to enforce state and local laws, regulations and ordinances 
within the City of Portsmouth at any time, whether on-duty or off-duty. When in an off-duty 
status, officers must be aware of their limitations, both physically and mentally and must 
consider their ability to deal with a situation. Several circumstances to consider are available 
radio communications, the need for back-up personnel, available use of force options, the need to 
make an immediate arrest, the seriousness of the offense, personal involvement, suspect 
identification, and other operational concerns. 


An off-duty officer has a responsibility to act, after considering paragraph A, when a felony is 
being committed in their presence, to prevent the commission of a felony, to prevent injury, or to 
prevent significant property damage. Officers are discouraged from becoming involved in minor 
offenses that can be more appropriately handled by on-duty personnel. Under no circumstances 
should any officer take police action if they are not physically capable of taking action or if his 


or her physical or mental capabilities are in any way impaired. 


If off-duty and in civilian clothes, an officer will announce that they are a Portsmouth Police 
Officer and will display their badge and/or identification card. The Department does not 
authorize the use of personal vehicles in any enforcement actions. Officers have no protection 
under Virginia Code or City insurance and, in cases of damage or accident, full liability rests on 
the officer. 


. At the first opportunity, the off-duty officer will contact Dispatch and generate a CAD’s 


message. Non-exempt officers shall contact a line officer to obtain approval for hours worked as 
soon as is practical. 


The Department will investigate complaints against officers for actions taken off-duty in the 
same manner as on-duty complaints, in accordance with ORG-26, Professional Standards Unit. 
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V. Off-Duty, Outside the City of Portsmouth, Within the Mutual Aid Agreement Jurisdictions 


A. The Mutual Aid Agreement between the Cities of Chesapeake, Hampton, Newport News, 
Norfolk, Portsmouth, Suffolk, Virginia Beach, Williamsburg, Franklin and Poquoson, the 
County of James City, the Sheriff of the County of York, the Sheriff of the County of Gloucester, 
the Sheriff of Isle of Wight, the Sheriff of the County of Northampton, the Sheriff of Accomack, and 
Towns of Smithfield and Windsor states: 


Paragraph 9 “...Entering law enforcement personnel shall promptly notify the law enforcement 
agency of the entered locality upon discovery of a crime over which the court of the entered 
locality has original jurisdiction.” 


Paragraph 10 “...Law enforcement officers...who might be casually present in any other 
jurisdiction shall have power to apprehend and make arrests only in such instances wherein an 
apparent immediate threat to public safety precludes the option of deferring action to the local 
law enforcement agency.” 


B. Officers are strongly discouraged from attempting to take any law enforcement action while off- 
duty in another jurisdiction unless they have exhausted all other options and it is absolutely 
necessary to protect life or prevent serious bodily harm. 


VI. Off-Duty, Outside the City of Portsmouth and Outside of the Mutual Aid Agreement 


A. The same cautions apply here that apply during any off-duty situation. Officers must be aware 
that although they are state certified and armed, they have no more legal authority than a private 
citizen. Virginia Code § 15.2-1704 invests officers with all the power and authority in enforcing 
the criminal laws of the county, City, or town for which they were appointed, but does not 
provide them with the authority to act elsewhere. 


B. Virginia Code § 15.2-1736 allows for the use of police authority in accordance with Mutual Aid 
Agreements as outlined in Sections I and III. 


VII. Federal Law Enforcement or National Guard Assistance 


A. The Department works with Federal Law Enforcement on a routine basis. These agencies 
provide service and technical assistance upon request. On routine case investigation the Criminal 
Investigations Captain or designee may request assistance from any federal law enforcement 
agency. The Chief of Police shall give prior approval for requesting emergency assistance from 
Federal Law Enforcement Agencies. 


B. If the National Guard is required to respond to a manmade or natural disaster, the Chief of Police 
will forward his or her request to the City Manager who will coordinate the request with the 
office of the Governor (Virginia State Code § 44-78.1). 


APPROVED: es Soar ve 


Tonya D. Chapman 
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